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News Release 
ICE SEIZES 1,000 LBS. OF MARIJUANA, GUNS AND 

OVER $200,000 IN CASH FROM CHICAGO MAN 

CHICAGO—U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) special agents seized 1,000 pounds 
of marijuana Monday night during a consent search of a Schaumburg residence rented by a Chicago 
man. 

The seizure came less than a week after ICE agents arrested Thomas Lowrance, 55, at a storage 
facility in Chicago and seized nearly a quarter million dollars in cash and four handguns. 

The case began after ICE agents developed information about suspicious activity at a Chicago 
storage facility located at 2525 West Armitage Avenue. On September 8, ICE agents observed 
Lowrance unloading boxes from the storage facility and arrested him in possession of $237,790 in 
U.S. currency and a loaded handgun. A consent search of Lowrance’s Chicago apartment led to the 
seizure of three additional handguns and identified a house in Schaumburg rented by Lowrance. 

During surveillance of the Schaumburg residence at 601 Willington Drive Monday night, ICE agents 
noticed an air conditioning unit in the basement – a common practice used to keep marijuana cool 
and reduce the odor. A consent search revealed approximately 38 bundles and 20 garbage bags of 
marijuana in the garage and basement. ICE agents seized the drugs as evidence. 

Investigators believe the drugs were smuggled into Chicago through the Southwest border. 

Lowrance was released on $45,000 bond pending federal charges. The case will be presented to the 
United States Attorney for prosecution in Nogales, Ariz. 
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U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is the largest investigative arm of the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS).  ICE seeks to prevent acts of terrorism by targeting the people, money and materials that support terror 
and criminal networks. 
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